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| have been asked as a member of this panel to present the "preser-
vationist" point of view in line with our policy In regard to the wild-
life (bighorn sheep) management, In doing this, | would like at the
beginning to clarify the word, preserve. To some this term means
literally to maintain and protect without change.

Bagsically in the National Parks we manage normally to two basic
ob jectives ;

I. to the era concept which means we do manage to preserve a

basic resource In such a condition that it will remain
static. This may be necessary to preserve a species or to
malntain @ unique feature or eco-system. Examples could be
the wood buffale In Elk Island or the whooping crame in
Wood Buffale. In these cases nature is not allowed to de-
termine completely the results.

2. for the most part our Mationmal Parks are managed on an evolu=-

tionary concept, [.e. that nature 1s allowed to take its course
25 much as possible and that dynamic changes as in nature are
taking place.
With regard to preservation then, we are essentially preserving the Parks
under these two management concepts.

The pelicy states that, with regard to wildlife and nature, '"objec-
tives of nature In Matlional Parks are Important parts of the national
heritage and should be preserved unimpalred for the benefit, education
and enjoyment of future generations." The policy further states that
it is part of the National Park purpose to maintain the quality and
beauty of wildlife In National Parks, |.e. to maintain healthy popu-
lations of native animals in balance with our environment. In a
completely natural sltuation thls could be accomplished by the steady
pressure and persistent attrition of predators on animals of poorer
condition." HModern hunting tends to reverse the natural process of
selection by favouring the less flt.

| think no one here would argue that nature, if let alone, would
produce the healthlest and best balanced natural population of the
various species of flora and fauna, In Vline with this then, | would
say our responsiblility In most cases is to preserve that natural and
dynamic situation. We must recognlize In some cases the value of
predators Including disease and fire in this category and, with the
development of skills to use these predators in our management tech-
nigues, we should not be fearful of the cycles which occur naturally
affecting population numbers. Population peaks and crashes in nature
do oceur and do, in various ways, have beneficial effects.

Thus our preservation management needs for all species inciuding
sheep are clearly defined and in most cases, as mentioned previously,
patural systems requiring no management would be the most desirable.
However , because of such things as boundaries which do not encompass
complete ecosystems and consequently the lack of some natural predators,
the best we can hope for is a auasi system of natural mesnagement. Where
W& 85 man enter the ploture with development and visitor use, some
counter acting measures must always be planned and taken. With regard
to sheep, the quality and health of their populations can only be
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achieved If we consider several basic factors. These are:
1. the amount of available range, particularly winter range.
2. the total range or migratory area reguired has to be con-

aidered. If part of the range occurs outside the Park,
what are the conditions that prevail there as well as
ingide.

3. density of animals on the range.

k., other species present. What Is the situation with regard to
competltlon.

5. predator conditions inciuding disease.

6. availabllity of mineral licks.

7. develgpment should not fFraoment populations,

No single one of these factors can be considered by Itself as each
is rolated or dependent on others. Our big problem s perhaps the
development of some Index which would help us forecase conditions and
help us take proper corrective action. In this regard we rely heavily
on the Canadian Wildlife Zervice.

In general we could say that to take preventative measures to natural
pccurrences such as disease |s to go contrary to our palicy., In the
pure sense, It may ba but management reguirements may dictate action
because Naticnal Parks are not, in many cases, pure natural communities.

Pressures outside the Parks and from within often require that counter
acting measures be taken. Most of you are aware, for axample, that we
have in the past reduced our sheep and elk populations in some areas. This,
In fact, is in line with the "Leopald" recommendations in Park management
of wildlife. The remaval of sheep has always been by live transplant and
many have gone to other parts of Canada and to the United States. In some
cases the reduction has not been because of our management regqulrements
but for the purpose of cooperating with another agency in the establishment
of herds.

How do we determine what action should be taken? What are gur ob-
jectives in wildlife management? Obviogusly the objectives must differ
from Park to Park. For example, the purpose and objectives of managing
buffalo would be entirely different between the three Parks of Wood Buffalg,
Waterton Lakes and Elk Island., Our management practices and ocwr reduction
programs would, therefore, vary., At the present time our specific ob-
jectives are not as well defined as we would |lke them to be, Respurce
information with regard to environmental requirements and conditlons,
have, however, started on a very ambitious program which will lead us to
achieve them ultimately. We have started an inventory program to glive us
rescurce information in all owr Mational Parks. The schedule for this may
take 10-12 years before completion. The priority is being given to new
Parks. This inventory information will then be used in the preparation
af Master Plans. The Haster Plan wlll set out the Park theme and the ob=
jectives. These objectives will then be reflected In the Rescurce Manage-
ment plan which will follow and, of course, the Resource Management plan
will include wildlife management plans. You might be Interested 1o note
that we have also embarked on 2 program of conducting studies regarding
the impact omn the environment and the eco-systems as a result of develop-
ment or use In the Parks. These Impact studies will be a part of the
development process and Tn some cases may well determine that a develop-
ment is Inadvisable. In the Impact studles, wildlife reguirements, migra-
tory routes, etc,, will be fully considered and | am sure that as a
result many of the problems, such as fragmentation of animal populations
will be minimized.

Gn this optimistic note | would close with thanks to the Chairman in
asking National Parks to participate in this Conference.



