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Abstrast: Colorade’s soontain goat populatisn of spproximately 600 animals s the result of
iepartation and release Iln sultable habitatm:. The {irst celeane wan In 1948, and the ficet open
peason wan in 1964 . During 10 sessons 2,148 jmunrers have applied for 202 auchorized lecenses,
Tarvesting I3 anlmals for an B0 percent succes= ratlo. The owerall harvest dez ratio is 172 sales
per 100 femajus, wvith & minisun homm jength of 13em (6 in). Eide and aulte scoospanied by o kid
are nec Mapvested. Omly Colorado vepidemte are sligible feor a licensw. Hamagemant problems percain
to limiced Licensea, some poteatial habitac ispacca, podnible compaticion wich bighors mhadp, huntes
fuest loanalre compliames. and abtalnimpg adeguits anil relinkls cownfa. Loda of poat hakiear &md
pagching are net algnliicant probless ac this ciaes.

HISTORY OF TRANRLOCATIONE

Mauncadn goats BMave never ocourtad naturally in Calorads, although Armacrong (1972) clted Couss
and Tarrow (1875) as reporting one "seen in Colorado by Lieutenant Mavehall's parcy,” and Trippe
(LBTh) aa liacing the meuntals goat asang the sassals of Clear Oreek and Cillple cowntfes. Arsstcong
apmmad that thase eacly sightinge were of blghorn sheesp ewes.

The hiscory of the sownemin goat [a Colorads in one of introdverions (Table [). The pressnt
distribotion of mountain goats in Colorsde is & refiection of the soccesy of the trammiocation
progTan. The deceils of the Collegisce Eamge (= Sawvatch Range) hard (Fig. 1) are creaced in dapth
by lailey and Johnaon almevbete in chese procesdings. ODriefly, the introduccion of the mswmtain
goat In Colorads vas (nitlaced with the relsass of nise anlsals (Four BL100es and [lve adnndés) on
the sant slopew of M. Shavanc ln the Colleglate Mange oo May 24, 1%48. These soimals wece [losm
In from Montams. Ooe adilt male died & few days afcer releass.

Tha Mc. Evanwe berd (Flg. 1)} ordgieaced from a relssss of ais billiss sed sime megnies {tocal of
15 animala) fvom Idahe asnd Sociech Pakors dm July, 1896L. A young adulc sale died shortly nfcer

teleane.

Tha Reedls Mouncalns herd (Fig. 1) stema from two relesses of goats. The flrst was ls the
Lake Ban Cristobal area on Coteenrvoocd Creek, Lake Fort of the Guanisen Biver, {n Jupe. 1984, It wvam
coaprisad of 10 sninals from Bouch Bekota (Four billiss and six nanndes). Two miulc Pesslas wsre
foond dead whortly after rellsass. ‘A supplesmeneal planc of oos billle aad thres nannies {rom Brivieh
Columbia wan mada oo June 19, 1971, im che Chicags Basin ares.

The Core Range goot herd (Fig. 1) origilnated with 4 release of two billlies snd chres nannies
feon Souch Dakots on June 13, 1788, om Black Cresk, which supplessnced the twe goata obmarved by
Bivision parsaonel in the area in 1967, Thess twa wers prequsably plonsering sizrants (eos the
Callagiates ot ME. Evéna. Subdequéntly, on July 8 and %, 1970, tws sales and tve {esmloa from
Britiah Colwshia Jers Yelossed lon the sass site, and on Aoguat 5. 1970, one additiona! nannis was
twlvaped {rom British Columbia. On Jone &, 1971, a billie wan relessed from Bricish Colusbias.
Mifing June 27 and Awgust 18 and 20, 1972, & cocal of one Li1lis snd Four sansies wns relesssd on
Elack Cresi from che Mr. Shavano heed. Thus, & total of |6 goats has besm relmeped on the Core.
This toral (s comprised of wiw biliiew and {0 ponmnien, ome of vhich (& vearling male from cthe 1970
release) van found dand In 1971,

iy msuntain goats [(fus BLlliss, Four naneles) udve relaassd In thres phanas on Mircsllina

Mountals is che West Elk Mountales (Flg: 1) la July aml llq:d'.l!. 197%, They were translocated thers
from the Collegiate hard oo Sheen “ountain on Coctonecod Craa’

’-mm*u netd. Poper moc part of Syaposiom.
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Pigure 1. Mountain Goat [Matributicn inm Colarada.




Table 1. Mouncain goat cranmlocacion data fn Colorado, 1948 = 1975. —

ate Relansa Aras Mals Femala Tetal sSeurds

May 24, 1943 Hr. Shawano & 5 9 Hontana

Jume 30, 1950 fheep Min. (Colleglates) i L] L] Homtana

July. 1941 He. Evana & ¥ 13 Idaha and South
e

Jduna, 1984 Bam Cristabal, Lake Fork 5 L] in fiosth Dakora

Juna 13, 1948 Gore Range 2 3 3 Souch Dakoca

July 8, 9, 1970 Gore Range : 1 4 Brirish Colusbia

hug. 3 1970 “ote Range i a4 Bricish Columbia

Jume &, 1971 mare Aange I 1 Arftinh Colushla

Junn 18, 1571 Thicago Ramin, Nesdlsn 1 1 L] Hrirish Colushim

June 237, 1972 Gore Range i 1 Mi. Fhavano

Aug. LH, 1972 Gors Range F) F M. Shavana

Aag. 20, 1872 Gore Range 2 2 M. Shavano

July, 1875 Marcalline Moo 1 3 4 Shoep Mrn.,
tolleglates

Totals T sites n 17 hs

.m sortalicy fallowing relesass: Fhavano, 1 adalc mals; Mr. Evanas, 1 Young adult mals;
fan Criscobal, I sdult femalas] Core Rangs., 1 vearling sales from 1970 veleade (tocal 5).

Thare are ar lssar cwo goors in che Margos fells-Soovsses Wilderness ares (Flg. L), preswsably
cepresencing a plonsering migrazion from the Colleglace Range herd.

[n the Poudrs River-Newvsr Susser Aange aves of morvth centval Celorsde (Fig. 1), mountailsm goata
have been tepocted for A nusmber of vears north of Bocky Mountain Barismal Park but have never baen
observed in the Park ftself. Early reporcs of goat sightings oa the Poudre River are now considered
ko havwe been of fesale bSighorn aheep bn seult. Ducing the messer of 1976, bowerar, verified
nightings of = young nanoy were confirmed by Diwision perscopel. She escaped am & kid from holding
facificins nc Colorado Stace Universicy in che sarly sosser, spparescly cravelsd up ths Poudre Elver,
aml survived. Bagioning Ia 1971, 4 bighern sheep humter repotted seeing 13 goats in che Hever
Symesy fanpe. That sase year & temporsry esploves of the Forest Zervice reported a nanpy and mid in
A woleanie outerop Above Ziemerman Laks. In 1473 a shesp Wumter reporzad chres goats om Me. Cimdy,
and in 1974 a Bighorvn humcar ceporced Eix goatd Juac scwkh of Lang Drav. Is 1975 two shesp hunterd
raported wakching efght moats om ME. Cindy for asveral days, thes the gosts abruptly departéed.
Blvladon persénne]l have oot besn abla to chearve or cmfire any of these goats. [t s logical that
the goats could have come from the M. Evans herd.

PRESENT STATUS

The hard in tha Calleglate Range ares appavently (s atacie at this pailne afeer & long perdsd of
increans: Approsisately 120 snisals live In this ares, baned on counts and honter reperts. Thia
arsa is tamted, except for a saall closed ares; and im divided into thres goat mmagessnt areas.

The Mr. Evana heard Ia basically szatic ar this ciss st aroond 10D head, after & pericd of

imcrease. Though the population estimaces do mot Indicate it, [ieldmen feel cthat the population
miight be focreasing slowly. 1t constitutes ooe Yoot manggesent ares for huotiog.
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Tha Hesdle Muntains berd in apparencly sclill increasing, =nd is curcremtly estimaced at 75
anizals. This area wvasn opanad for cha firat fisa 20 Punting (archery) in L976. The Gore herd La
alsa infreasing. A cotal oF 51 goats wan cousted dn 1576, and the estissced sopalaclon is 75.
This nlf haa not boes hunted, but may be opem o Dive or wix liconses in the near foturw, possibly
for acchery enly.

Litrle dora are svallable on the Marcellins Mowstain herd, though Lt has bees varified shac
sgme guats sfill remain in the area. This ares Ls zlosed to goac huncing.

The Maroos Bells-Snowmasn Wildermess area represents an sarly plonsering atbespt (ros tha
Galleglate Range. Only bwo goats hava bown observed lo this ates, and the curteme stacus is oot
mown: It s also closed to goat hunciog.

CENSLE TECHNICQUES

Tha majoricy of Calarade’'s ssuntain goat counts ATe made during the susser whes Ehalr coloration
against a snowleds and many timen a vegetative hackgrowsd can facilitate theic location and accurate
enimeratlon, Houever, of ¢oe wlod=wept alpine ridge in the Bore Range, countw have besn conducred
in the winter.

Mosr counce are from & helicoprer, but limited ground sarvwys ere conducted in portioms 2f tha
Collegiate Hamge, HMt. Evine snd the Core Ranmge. 1Ia sddicion, dace are compiled from guésticnnaires
ecollucted from goat Bunters in goat managesent units apen o bunting.

The sccuracy of goat counts and classification to adults, yearlings and kids is high on thoss
componenta of populatioos counted, boc sdmitcedly repremenc only minisms. [n selected hord areas
these counts may represspc che sntire population, but generally in extenwive or zough tecrain the
oounge roprosetn an undecermined porciom of the populaciop, The propenalcy of goata to hide under
rock outcrops and in tisher further reduces che accurscy of the counce, patticularly the asrial
counEd.,

MANAGEMENT

Sop=tunted Populatioss = The hards of scungaii geacs ln che Sore Rangs, HMarcellina Mountains,
the Maroon Selle-Encweaps Wildermess, snd the Poudre Kiver-Mever Susmer Ramge (Fig, 1} have not
bomn hunced. The imereducsd somcs and the wilonsarine =irrance in these ATERN Bav FaTve 58 4
nuclaus for the develoosaat of viabls hards.

The moata lpn unlweted, as well as Winted, aress are of sestbetic lntecest and value to che
public for wiewing, study and wild1ifs photography. The sence of the goats bhrings 4 cercain
emount of {ncome to local commmiciss whechsr or moc cha increnss o & huncable populacion.

Other chan protection throwgh elosure o poat hunting, oo special sanegesect e generally
tpfl!l.lﬂ o thess unbunted herd sroas. Supplemental releapss are made on occamion to stimulste or
Bolster marginal populations. On selected aTess, such am tha Gore Rangs, supplecencal salc =nd
essantinl siseral licks are placed to ateract or bhold che goats in a apecific kabicat area. All
of Colorada's sountals goat releass amd sansgeseat financiag have been devived fres Pederal &fd in
wildlife restoration and the Division's Wildlife Cash Puod.

Hmted Populations = The sscimaced popilacion which ls husted is approximately 470 snimals
disrribured in five msnagesent wnlets toralling 5,18%kmd,. The Collegiste Range goat area is divided
into three sanagement unitsr Gl, the Mr. Shavano ares with about 129 goats im 440km<: 02, the
Antero-Princecon ared wich 75 goacs in S50k=f; apd GJ,. the Clasdwroms Ridge srea wiczh 120 animals in
Th  HME. Evena Lan G&, with an sacimated mﬂaﬂ‘:rﬁ af 100 goaca 1o 1502kml. G5 ia thé Weat
Mesdléa undt of appromisately 73 anisals in 2. « Flgure I cutlimes the varlous goat sapagesant
unlts which avé ofeid Lo hmtlng during selected sountsin goat ssescns.

E;i&l sanscn data - The sssson deces apd lengchs by years, by aress or goat mspagesent units
are liaced in Tab - In general, soasons have been open In late Auguet chrough sarly Sepcombar,
excapt in 1976 vhen che bowic sseson began on Sepresber 18ch and ran chrough October 10th. Thess
later seapon dares =ay become the rule in the Fututs, to énsurs batter conditios af the i Lign o

a teephy scandpoist. Season lengtha have ranged from 23 daya to 51 days, the latier ln one unic in
1976, with a sean of about 29 daya. Sessdns were closed [rom 1'T10 Eheough 1972,

2



-

RATW DNLINGN W00 T VLR KR

O# BED

A Wi

ol osinde

118 k)

13



Table 2, Sumsary of Rocky Mowmcaln goat honcisg sessony, daces wnd areaw or unics, [984 - (578,

YEAR BATES BAYS 2EX AREAS OR IMITS 5. AREAS
O MNITS
1965 Aug. 2I-Sape. i 37 . Cellegiate I-II.[I' W. of Ealida 1
1955 Aug. TH=-Sgpt. 19 23 E.5. Collegiate HRamgé W. of Sallda L
1966 Ang. 27-Sepc. 18 » E.5. Colleglate Range ¥. of Ballda H
1967 Ags J6-Sapr, 17 i3 Eof Me. Ehavano, Mt, Evans, Sheep &
Htn.. Ancero=Friocoton
1868 Aufl. 1T-5epc. @ 4 | E:5- Colleglacen and M. Evans 4
1943 dug. 16=%epc. 7 3 i . Calleglates and M. Evanas L]
1970=1912 WO OFEDN SEASON
19273 Aug. lE=Faspr. 7 13 £.5. Collegiaces amd Me. Evanw :
197& A . I,'mtq- L] =3 E.E. GL, €2, 61, &4 [
187% dug. lb=Sapc. I0 15 ES. G, G2. B3, & -
197e Aug. Yl-Det. 1O 51 E:B. ik 1}
Aug. Jl-Sespe. 18 ¥ 5 G3 (mrzhery) I} 5
Sepe.lB-Dct. ID a3 | -1 Gl, &2, &3 £}

The nushsr of hunters in Colorado Im determined by the number of licenses authorised by wnle
wach yoar by ths Wildlife Cosmisnion, based an fisld recossendacionn. Thess licenses In toral have
ranged from sim dn 1980 to LR im 1976. Pare of che incresse in license nushers has been dus to the
pddicion of new unies open co hunting, such am i 1987, and one new wnit Ln 1976 (Tablew I and 3}.

Tabla J. Colorads mountain goat harvest daga, 1984 = 1076,

Applicacions Lirsnsas Hismhar of Toral Parcenr
Tanr lecoived Lewwed Humtors Harweut Aocoeed
1964 a7 & & % LT
1965 Ba b & i ] 50
1964 i T 7 3 &3
1987 1y 18 18 14 T8
I5EH L 20 19 15 e
1565 1T n 2l 0 %
1670 - 1872 WO OPEN SEASOH
1973 FEE ] 1% is 12 LL
L% 26T Fa 20 14 0
1975 53 4l & 15 a8
1476 wis 1:8 i 3 &
Totala 2,158 202 197 138 B0

J&



Tha annual harvest has warisd from thres during two sesmoms (1963 and 1966) vo 33 im 1973,
and hunfer mudcadd TACad have rangsd from 41 parcenc in L1748 to 23 parcenc iam [969. The averall
succesa ratlo has averaged 80 percent over 10 dessons.

fox racios of harvesced goars hawe Taoged from @7r100 in 196 o all oeles in 1966, 1945 and
1966, but the overall sex ragio has besn 172:100. Efforce have besn made chrough goar buncer
origncation classes o school chem La fleld sex {demeification and to place che emphasis ea the
harvest of males (Table 4). Though there has mor bewn a reguilation prohibiting the taking of
panaiss wvich kide, wve have tried o inptill the copcept In hemters of not caking am adule goac
accospanied by & kid. Kide are not caken becauss our Tagulacions spacify a ainisua horn leagsh of
5= (b In). The vounding lods &b ssisntain goats la &0 low as to bé Inslgnificsnt, and na cases of
irreecfavable kills have bemn documented or sre koewm.

Table &. Colorads sownrain goac harvest by sex amd wnit or area, 1967 = 1936.

G=1 G=1 G=1 Gy G=3
Mount ANCTErg= “'II'I- Gladetena Houne 1T 54 Tocal
Shavana H“-l-ﬁl‘l-ﬂl, MII.LIE"' “l.l Evana ﬂl‘lﬂy Harvest

Toar nr Tet. N F Tek. BH'F Tot« W F Tor. MW F Tor. M F Tox. A F Ter.

R L LR i & 0 &
1983 1 0 3 149 1
1966 11 3 18 -3
1947 Y 4 18 1 555 - | 13 & 86 14
1944 b1 &3 WwWiEa M 12 3 66 & &+ I3
1#69 4 1 § 8 & 13 3 L 3 & 13 7 0
L970=72 N0 OPEN SEASON

187 1 2 } 4 9 4 L g & Lo 1 s 2 12
197 22 4 42 @ CLOSID 311 & o0 2 153 m
1973 L T ! @3 # - = = ¥ & 1l 1 3 & 013 »
1976 34 % 17T 7 = = = &8 12 #9090 & 00 0 WH =

Torala 21 AT 3 43 7 4% & 7 It 2WLI P 1} 14 X7 o o & 100 3 134

Antefo=Pringeton sad fheep Mousitilsm uete one &res prier te 1947,
Evwop Mountain, forserly part of G=), clowed to humcing ©n 1974,
=3 opened to archary humting in 1974,

]

Each succaniliol sduntain goat llcenss applicant Is sent & =ap of the buniieg wnic for which he
has been isdwed a license, and & guesciomnairs to be complered after the ssasem end retwrned o che
Oivinion of Wildlife. The inforssrion reguesced is whather they accually did Bung; che dapes
hunted; whather or not thay vere successful, aml if so, vhat sew, relative age (youwng or fully
aduli), and the horm leagihe] how many goats they cbpeserd vhile hencing (sex, age. umelsssiffed.
totall, and marking the map with sighting locacions; LI they cbaerved amy dead poats schar than
thoss taken by bunters {and che relacive dace of any sartalicy): and other cosments.

HARAMGEHENT FROBLEMS

Obcaining o Licenss = Dering cha past 10 asadons, 1,140 applicacions were recelved for 202
licenses. repressncing 10.8& spplicacions per available licenss. Neginming in LTS applicancs who

were mot successful in ohtalning 4 licemse were fssued a rejeccion alip indicaring & preferencs
palng fof nexE saassn. Thil praccice wad atopped i 1977 so that Ao Iﬂ-l.ltlntl wald have an



opmibenliy b obtaln & llesias. HBouever, IE vin décidiml to himor existing prefevence pointm for
the noxt thees years, beglaalog e 1977, after vhick, In 1980, obtalning a goat license will ha
subiject te the chances of cosputer selection with an egual opporcmnicy for every applicsme.

After 1980 it (o reaspnable to avswvee that svecessfol licemse holdors, Lf chey @0 mor k411 @
goar, may be rescricted co spplying for m liceass every second or chicd year aftear obralning one.
BPrior ta the heglnning of preference podnca (m 1974, and scarting with the firat goat asanon i
1964, & bunter was eligibls to apply for a4 llcenss only every other year: Beglonlng la 1967 a
succeanfol go4t hunber has pol bedn alloved to apply for any further foat licenses. a8 sountain
goacs wers declared s once=im=a=lifecime ctrophy. MHoonrain gont Yicenmes are l;rl:ll.'r awnllable o
Colorado residents.

= Iz secupisd sountsin goat Tangee in Colerads chare hoave not bean any habiza:c
lodass Jdus to higbway sonacructios o logoiag praceicsn, In facse, thars dis 48 much of sore area of
petential goat range as s alveady occupled. In time, through lmmigraticn or Eranslocatlcn,
aevpral of the potentlal raages will becose occupled. particularly thoss pear of sdjacent ko
pocupied rangen: The kinds md extemt of competition betweesn gibborn sheep and Douncain goac are
not kmown, buc are s maccer of copern and controversy. Ac this clse ir appsara chat 3 coaflies
dogs not sxiet, at least out on winter renges, beceuse of the seeming lack of mpuntain goat
ssasenal seovement.

A potentlal habicat losa probles, or 4t least an lmpact, may develop Lo relatlos o weathes
sodif lcation programe. Clowd seeding cosld result in hesvy snowfall and deifting over of critical
or smsentinl winter bhabitate. Siodlsrly. che axcensive wes of large, permanent snow fences could
resule in bhesvier drife accemilacions (f nor wited wich referedce fo smintaln joat winger ranges.

fiigh alcitude aining in subalpioe amd alpine sones, such as haw ccourred im che Collegisce
Rasge and in developing 1In the San Jusn Mountaine, could Rave 8 significant impact om goat herda

and the habhicags Lf dovelopéd or sxpanded extensively.

Poach = Except for one unconfirned poasibilicy. (1legal killing of sounrain goats is noc
kmoem or chought to b & probles in Colorsds. Gessrally t winper ramges are relacively inscoes=
#ible to man, aml st ronges are wsually distant from Flshing and backpacking sctivicien. Feople
presgure in itself may be o deleterices fector, mithough its i=pact mppescn ©to Be excre=ely wvarisble.
An example is Me. Evans. whers high wehdels traffic apd recreacional usas 48 not appadr to affact
Eha goats adversely. Sisilarly, on Sheep Mountain (Cottomwood Cresi) of the Colleglate Range. the
goalbs pecuf year-round, dven WIth high casper and [labilng use in the ares. 0On NHeedls Cresk. howawer,
backpeckers are thought to be the cmuse of the goats moving oo che more resoie crags away from tha
tralls im che vallsy.

Hondatory Chech = Beginming in L974 it become necewsary for successiul goat hunters to have
thalr anisals checked by o Division officer withis 48 heours of Ehe kill, smd, Ldaally, mear the
lecacion of the kill. Esforsing much a regulaciom ia difficuls, but mder the once—in-a-lifetine
trophy clesaification (¢ 8 necesdary. Gimilarly, gereing full comsllance on returaing Che dques=-
tlononire sent fo sdch licensed goat henter bas oot been soccessful. Though they conld lies abooc
1t, and srpecially 1f they were noc checked under the cospulwory check regulscion, che dsca from
the returned queaclonAaicres have ssnagesent spplicactions. One poasible sclsulation fo return the
survey fors 1§ to pius & regulation classifying hunters vho bave nat responded as having filled
thair liceass and thus not belng eligible to ever recelve ancthar licesss as & penaley far noncoe-
pliance,

Other Hagageaent Froblesa = An intra-Divislon probles is obtalning rellable coumts, which im
associnted with priorities. limlted tisw and restricted ecooomic ressurces for invencory. Sisilsrly,
wi have besn parcicularly lax oo sopltoring ssd following up newly released api=als and goacs
wighted or reported im previcusly umsccupied ramgew.
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