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APZTRACTE In 1971, afcer an sbsence of nearly 25 vears, 2 sroups al 20

Rocky .Jountain blgharn sheep (Ovis canadensis exnadensis) were re-intraduced
inte northeasc Cregon from Jasper Fark, Alberco. “he Lnake River cransplant
[ailed and che sheep lad disappeared by 1973, [ha Lositine wiver cronsplont
succeaded and nunbered over 100 animuls In June 1979, [hese Lighorne es=
tablished a mirectory cracicion within the «allowa tountalins, winsterin, o0 Che
lower Lostine River drainage and svmaering In alpine haticec on llurrlcane
Ulvide. ihe wincer ranpe {s limiced in size ond currencly supporcs about

1 shewp per 18 acres. FPourtoen Jature rFans weres harvested lrom chils hurd

in 1978 and 1979 and 34 sheep have been trapped and relocated cto upper lells
Canyon of cthe cnake sivers &4 ctransplent to the ocear Creek dralnage, 7 airs
mlles west of the Lostine River, [2iled because the animals reterned to thelr
original ran;e: TFifceen Liphorns froa che falmon Eiver, Tdalio, were released
in January 197% on thke lower Imnaha wiver drainapge: Vuture transi-lenct plans
gre discussed. [he Oregon populacion of Rocky asvuntain Lighorns is escim=-

ated at 125 animsls.

The hocky Aountain Cighorn sheep wus native to wmuch of northeascern
roegons A5 lave aw 1933; Oailay (1936) roported that the Usts rorest
tervice vstimpted 50 sheep on Lhe Wallows Kalional Forests By the mid-1%40"s,
bighorns had dissppeaced [rom Che Yallowa Rounteins. Hlsteric reports inms

dicate Ehe specles was tound in @ost ol fhe canyon country of the Llue

Hountains and was perilecularly sbundant in cthe Jallewa dountalins and alomg



the Lpake hiver dvldes The ressons for the decline and wventurl extinction
of che nacive Jregon sheep biove bheen che subject of much speculation. hile
no ong will ever know [or certain, the wost probohle explanations were un=
concrolled yrazging by domestic livestock (especially overgrazing of winter
ranges,); diseases broupht in by domrstic sheep; and indiscriminate shooting.
all these factors probakly contributed at Teast partially to the disappearcnce
of the native sheep: Alter an absence of nearly 15 years, hocky Hountain
bighorn sheep were ceintrodoced at 2 locations In northeastern Oregon in

1971« This paper covers resules of the 2 original transplants and sub=

sequent Erapping and Eransplanting activities.

S5ILLY AAERD

flella Canyon

hells Canyon of Llie SZnoke River is the deepest porge im North Aserica.
Elovations vary from about 1,500 bteet ot river level helow liells Lanyon dam
to over 0,800 feet on Summic lidge. ihe canyon walls are very steep and
consist of slternating cliifs, te.races, and talus slopes. Lhere are large
open benches about mid=slope with precipitous slepess above and below. ‘Lhe
top of Summit Hidge has some large llats with occasional dense stands of
conifers. The north end Irom Lookout Mountain to Zaddle Creek was burned
in the 1973 Frecreout [ire. Llirubs and grasses are the natural communities
that occur at the lowest alcitudes. above 4,000 feer, scottered stands of
conifers occur.

warm, dry lower slopes most olten heve blusbunch wheatgrass (igropyron
spicatum)- sandberp blueprass (Foa sandbergii) on them while the areh
aspects have bluebunch whestgrass-Idahe [escue (festuca idshoensis).

Severely disturbed areas yenerally support cheatyrass brome (Eromus tectorum).



teriodic fires excend the prass and shrub cvpes te the highese clevations,

especially on the steepest slopes.

wir Imnaha

——

Vegetation types in the lower Imnahs Liver area are similar to chose
at lower elevations in uppir liells Canyon. bkidyetops leve numerous prass-
covered Loging with gcoctered conllers on moreh slopess lhe tevrain below
these Lasing Is wery preclpltous,; with alcornuting cliffs; terraces; and
talus slopes. Llevatlons very [rom sbout Y30 [ger st che wmouth of bhe
Imnaha Xiver to over 3,000 [eec on Zuemit Ridge. The climace {s mild, with
litele snow in the wlnier. Lunmers are characterlscically dey anil hot.
Lattle graze the less preciplcous terrain durlng che wincer gnd spring, wnd
cheatpress brome {5 common on the "flats". The rugged canyon walls receive
tighi liwvestock prazing and much ol the area ls covered with bunchgrass

communities inm joo0d condition.

loitine Hiver

“he Lostine hiver drainage is characterized by placlated valleys, rugged
precipitous torrain, and sharp ridgetops. ihe major susmering area [or clis
Berd of sheep {8 on Hurricane Livide wliich lLas many alpine lasins above
7,500 [eet and pesks up Lo Y,473 [cet in elevation: ihe winter range i:s a
southwest~- Lacing slope with ruyged limestone outcroppings below a steep
prassland. Fart of the area was burned In august 1906, end north slopes
presencly are shirub or grass-covered wich little evidence of conlfer regen-
eration. Elevations range from 4,400 to nearly 7,500 feéert on lower Sheep
tidge. reriodic wara lronts amd stron, winds (eénerally leep the south ex-

posures snow=-free.
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HETHCDE AL e TURTALS

Efforce to obtain and re-Introduce Rocky tlountain bighorn sheep to
Wallowa County were successful In 1971 vhen 40 animals were obtained from
Jasper National Fark, Alberts. CDight rans and 12 ewes of mixed azes were
released in sarly Sprll uear Halls Canyon dam on the Snake diver. In mid-
Hovenber, 15 ewes and J raas were released on the lowver losline Hiver
drafnapge cf che Ballowa Mountains.

surveys were [lown In a plper sup.reup (bahe 150) snnually during the
vincer and aiter lambing in June er Julvs: ihe lostine fiver herd offlered
mmerous additiona]l opportunities [or ohservation because of [fs aceessi-
bility and ita heln, used as £ source of trensplant stock. Re-introduccions
made since 1976 have lheen monitored at lecast bi-monthly zs tice ond weather
permittels Tollars enulpped with radie transaitiers have been placed on
1=& individuals in each relesse. Sl htings [rom the jublie and .gency
personnel hive been solicited.

A trapping and transplenting progres was Inftiated In decemlier 1976,
usin, Lostine Hiver sheep. Ien ewes ool 7 rems ol salxed apes were Lranss
planted te the Bear Creek drainuge, 7 alrmiles west ol Lhe Lostine range in
Dpcember 1976 ond January 1%77. Four B-sonth old rams and & ewes LCwvo B
manths of sge and 2 long wearlings) were relessed in the saue locacion in
December 1977. ilirey-Lour bighorns were crapped Lron the lostine herd
between December 1977 Jnd February 1980 and roleased in upper lells Canyen
of the tnake diver, a short distance below lells Canyon dam. Pine ewes and
& rams .rom the banther Creek dralnage, Calmon .iver, ldshsa, were releasad

in the lower Imnaha Liver canyon in early January 1979.
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PELLLTE ARD BALCLIL LGS

Hells Lanwvon Transplant

+he 20 bijhoene released near lells Lanvon dogm on the Hiddle bnake
diver arrived in jood coaditdon with the exception or 1 owe Ushe was un-
steady irom the sifects of tho capture drugl. Lhe animals ca=o off runge
Wesper Eurk) vhere win=ss wes 2cill wgry mich In conirol 2nd were released
en Fange Chat wes viry creen cad ~ulte cdvancec (seevice’:erry Lmelanckisr
alnifolia In bloen). {his Erodps ol sheép wues very Lome and had TiEEle L[eor
of humans. owoon aiteér the relecse, at least sone slieep lLe_an to disperse.
Liray sneep were ffportod of Far north as alt Creek; 23 afirndles iroa che
release siti. In ceptember 1971, tle scatteéred redsins of & carcats were
found about 2 sirmiles wesc ol the release site. .bout Ehe same time, a
Jead ewe was foLnd, shot, absut 16 airmiles northwest ol the relecse site.

Lumb production was abserved in 1971 and 1972. Lin June 1971, 10 hig-
harns, incledin: J new lembs, were seen on Sumait Lid e mear Saulsbury
Laddle \the hijhesc _round above tie release site on Lie vregon side) about
J wiles west ol clhe release site. In supusz 1972, 14 dbeep, ineluding 1
dudium-sized ram and 4 lambs, werd seen o shert distance =orch of -aulsbury
saddles

the last observaclon of Y lorng [rowm tils relecase was made |y Lesparce
ment of Fish and W.ldlife personnel in mid=dune 1971 when an odulc owe
end 2 yearlings were observed on Elie "hanch londs™ ghove Hells Canvon dpm.
Scattered reports of sssll numbers of sheep wera received tor several vears.
serial elk surveys were conducted annually in the upper Kells Canyon and
several Flxed=-wing cnid 1 helicoptur [1i_ hts were mcde specifically to look
[or Wizhorns. #o sheep were located ond the trons,lant was considered &

failure by 1974,



slie #0530 probatle ¢ eson: lor this faflur. wr ercre.s hablicat dif-
[erences betwaen Che releai: amd che co,ture sites, extensive dispersal of
oriyinel stock, and lock ol "wildness" of the eniacle. The possibilicy

exists that predution ceuld have heen & [cetor, as cougars (Falis eoncolur/

are akundant in this srea. lskicar ditferences etween the sheep's ariginal
ronge cnd the relesve mres were preat. Wlhile wincer {ood sup;lies in cha
Enake River Canyon were excellent, the ridgeto;, area ueed lor summering were
about 5C% tiwbered and openings were neavily zrared by dom stic sheep and
cattle. Lueh of fsmilicr alpina ran ¢ for susmering coulid have contriluced
to the transplant's failure and caused some of the observed wandering., bLis-
persal soon =lerr the release wus probably & significant factor in reducing
the original numker ol bi horns. ilds was possibly due to makine che crins-
plant in the spring at & tine when aigrotory sheep would he moving to summer
range snd lombing areas. Wo speculeced the animals wvere not in che relesce
drea Jong enouph to develop [idelicy te iiL and st least some animals [alled
Lo retvrn to che Crons, lint arvea Lo winuer amd thug were last (rem the nueleus
Ierds These Li horns wers wory tamne and were vulnerable te indiseriminate
shootings While only 1 known worculicy irvom chis cause was [ound, sheep
were [requently reported by the public ct Hells Canyon dam and by hunters

and stockmen on the Lumnilt aAldge summor ramnce.

1;Eil:‘|1'll y iver T:I:En Eeignt

In ald-November 1971, 15 cwes and I rans were relecsed in Silver Creek
burn in Lthe Lostine hiver drainage. the sheey were transported from Jasper
Hational sark and arrived av the release tite in exzellent condicion. Heawy
gnows [ell in sarly Pecoember and may heve restricted onimel novensmts o some
deprar, ne cdult ewe did sove 17 alralles northwest of the relokse area ond

vag Lreauently seen along Elphway B2, west of YWallowa. Ihis animal was accid=
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entally killed in mid-July in & re-capcure attempt.

In darch, 1972, 19 sheep were seéen on the sceep grass slopes above
the release-sice. In April, most of che sheep were observed ac lower ele-
vations along cthe lostine Liver, apparently seeking new green forage. In
late May, the first new lamb was located in limestone cliifs above the release
site. In early June, numerous sightings of iror 1 to 5 sheep were reporced
Lrom the praicrie north ol Enterprise. One berd of 5 animals was seen on
several occasions, 21 sirmiles north ot the release area (che observers
reported the esr tap colors, leaving no doubt of cthe erigin ol the sheepl.
Cn July &, Department personnel located 15 adult bighorns wich 3 lambs
ahove timberline on the Hurricane Jivide. LUuring a lace Augusc zerial

mountain goat (Ureamnos amerlicanus) survey, 20 sheep were observed above

the ¥,000 fuor level, B sirmiles southeast of the wintering area. bince

17 adule sheep were in the herd, it was apparent that most of the ™randerers”
hud returned. We specclated Lhe bighorns were irom a herd with migratory
traditions and wereé seeking familiar country. WNot [inding what they were
looking for, they returned to the only area familiar co them {(the release
sice) and mowed up Sheep Hidye to alpine country.

In late December, 1973, 1Y biphorns were located In lower Hurricane
ereek Canyen, B airmiles cast of the release site. oy January 22, 1974,
thuy had meved back te the release site. 2ince that time, this sheep herd
has been very predictable. Lhe bigliorns have wintered in Eilver Lreek burn
and sumnered In che high alpine basing ol the Hurricane Uivide, B te 10

alrmiles southeast.

The winter range for cthis sheep herd {5 small and appears to be in che

faccor that will ulcimacely limic the populacion's prowth. Lhe primary



winter range encompasses about 1,300 acres, of which approximately 600
acres is south slope grasslond and 700 acres is burned over morth slope
forest land resulting .rom a [ire In 1966. [he burned norchslope {s used
by bighorns in lace fall and spring. 1lhe most critical ranie Is southwest
facing and winds normally keep the upper clhird of che ridge blow free of
snow. FPeriodic warm f{ronts melc the snow-off lover elevacion scuth slopes.
Lhe Lostine sheep generally began moving off the winter range in early
Hay, adult ewes moved [irsc to lambing areas on Sheep ridpe Ljust above
wincer range) or to hiph peaks on the hurricane Divide (il snow depths or
& heavy crust permlt 1t): Adult rams generally remained on the winter
ranye until early or mid=June before moving to summer range ACeEaSs
fhese bighorns sunmered primarily on the Hurricane Uivide irem lraverse
kidge south to Echo Lake:. ihey vtilized Ehe alpine basins [rvom 8,000 to
9,500 [eet in elevetion. she past several ycars, ram groups of up ta 9
gnimals have been observed on the Hurwal Uivide, east ol the maln summer
range areas oan groups have been reported on peaks in the Wallowa Nountains
a% [far as 20 alrmiles from the lostine River winter ranges
Lamb production and survival his been good since the release with the
exception of 1972 (3 lambs observed). & minimum of 115 lambs have been
produced in the B lambing seasons since the re=introductions Tabkle 1 helow
presents composition data for the Lostine herd with the [ollowing assumptions:
1) Humbers of lambs were from actual count.
2) GSheep 15 years and older were considered dead.
3) Enown mortelicies, rams harvesced, and transplancts were de-
ducted [rom totals.

4) Lamb sex ratlos [avored males and when an uneven number of



lambs were produced, cthe exira wvas asszigned Lo the male
segment of che herd.

Table 1. Composicion of Lostine Kiver bighorn Sheep Herd, 1971-1980.

Total (1) 1Total \2; Lambs per Haus per
Year Ewes Lombs Hams rossible Fossible 100 ewes 100 ewes

1971 10 3 ﬁ 19 19 20 40
1972 14 3 3 22 19 | 36
1973 15 11 i i3 30 73 &7
197& 20 1 13 dals (1] 55 65
1275 23 12 19 56 53 &3 Th
1976 31 1% 3 75 63 bl 81
1977 32 19 3a 94 73 50 a8y
1978 dads 19 L 103 TG L 35
1979 50 21 il 109 B L ¥ 76
1980 &7 == 32 Lk 75 == .

1} June (post lambing escimate, except 1%40)

2) Highest winter count

Kecky Hountain goats; mule deer and elk share the Loscine herdls summer
ranges GCompetition is believed to be minimal with most deer and clk weilizing
the basins adjacent to tree cover. dountain goats and o few large bucks
share portlonsg ol che alplne range wicth the sheep. The slzge of cthe alpine
arca appears to prevlude serlous incerspeclific compeclicion for food ac pre-

sent populatlon levels.



Competition, while spparently net signilicant on Lhe summer range,
could be serious on the winter range. Eoth mule deer and elk ucilize the
Eilver Creek hurn ducing the winter. Lemcstie horses have grazed the hurn
in past years durimg the spring and summers, greatly reducing available
grass on eritical winter range. Sinee nost of the winter range is privace
land, demestic livestnck grazing could be a prollem. WMNeither elk or mule
deer numbers are believed to be high enouph at this time cto serivusly coms
peee with the bigharns.

Wincter range appears t¢ he the limicing [actor [or the Lostine herd.
Considering the size of the winter range (600 acres of seuth slope grassland),
the area supported abeut 1 sheep per B acres Lherd estimated at 75 animals).
Lven when the entire winter range \burned norcth slepes {ncluded) was con=
siderad, the area supported 1 sheep per 18 acres this past winter. lhis
was In addicion to an estimated 23 ell and 100 deer that used che area per-
lodically. Un Wildlorse Island in dontana, Woodgerd (1964) reporced a sheep
densicty of 1 per 12 acres of grassland. ihils vas on year-long range on a
4 square mile Island with an estimoced ) deer per 13 acres. Elood (1953)
found California bighorns spaced in the winter time ac 30-60 animals per
square mile or about 1 per 12 acres. Tecause of che limlced winter range,
we would like to keep the lostine Sheep population at about 73 animals in
winter and manage this herd primarily to provide stock for future trensplancs.

In 1978; B tagps were fesued [or 34 curl or larger roms on Hurricane
Divide: Seven of che B bunters were successful in caking rams. In 1979,

6 tags were {ssued for 3/& curl or larger rams: &ll & hunters book ra=s.
In addition, one 3% year old ram was shot snd leat, bringing the total num=

bar of rams taken Eo 1&. & summary of rams taken hy age class Follows:



Table 2. Loscine Siver ram harvest, 1978-1974.

sz in years

Year 35 Ly 33 [} T3 i)
1978 2 1 3 1
1979 2 2 3 14

docal & 3 5 1 b

in 1980, & tops were avein aucthorized for the Burrlcane Diwvide.

Trapping and Iransplanting

Geist L1%71) reported that socful structure of shiesp makes cthem in=
capable of fdispersal and attcibuted their lachk of expansion to the in=-
heritance of social tr.dicions. Ore_on"s experience wich Califormia hip=
horns has been simllar and none o4 the herds have expanded (ar Into new
renges ane Lostine herd lollowed a similar potuvern,; wich che entire herd
wintering on 1,300 acres. In én attempt to expend sheep distribution and
keep Lhe LostLine herd productive,; « trepping end tremsplonting procram
wid indtiated in 1970.

The trip was o small (12 Eeet in dianeter) correl constructed of BY 4 P
penels ar 1" U A Loardz. TR woi self-bripping wnd conztroeted around a
sele 1ick. Deer pellecs were olso wumed tor bafie and were readily accepted
by che Lighorns.

A total of 59 sheep has Leen tra,ped ond cransplanted co 2 release
sites. The [drsc site selecced was tlhe Year Creek droinage, 7 airmiles
west of che Loscine Mange. 1le roan. e was similar wo che Loscine in slope
and aspect but hed not bLeen recently burned. Considerakle open grassland

was available for wincering near rugged rimrochk cliifs. 4Llpine sunmar
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range vas available to sheep adjacent o The winter ranje. Lhe second
release sice selecked wee In Poctle Creek, 6 miles south of Fells Lanyon
dam. This area has extremelv rusped groes-covered conyen walle [rom
about 1,500 to 6,800 [eet In elevation. Huch of the ares was burned in
the 1971 Freezeout flre. Loth releasc sreas were within historic sheep

TANEe.

Eear Lreek Transplant

In Lecerher 1976 and Jamuary 1977, 10 ewes and 7 rums of various apes
were trensported to Bear Creck by &e-wheel drive pickup. GSheep were generally
very calm and no drugs were used to tranquilize or fmmobilize thems all
animals wero ear tagged and colored streaners were attached. although 5
seperate releases of 1=6 animels were made; most were able to regroup
and 12 sheep were locered on the Bear Greek range in 1 herd in early Feb-
ruarys Ey early April 1977, & of the sheey from the transplant were locaced
on the Lostine winter r . nge near the origpinal capture sfces Since only
about half the Lostine population was observed; it is possible chac 2ost
of the animels had returned to their original range (a discance of 7 airmilos).

In Lecember 1%77, B lambs and 2 wesrling ewes were cransplanced co
Lear Creek. Young animals were used in this release becsuse ic was lelt
they would have less lidelicy to the loucine winter range and he mors apt
to remain in che Bear Creek dralnoge. the animals were war tagged and
had colored streaners attoched, and 2 male lambs were equipped with radie
transmitters. L[he bighorns remained on the winter range uncll early Aay,

but sost returned to the Lostine and the {ollowing winter.
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lhe transplenc was o follure and efforcs fo rescech Lhly range using
Loscine river sheep have been ahendoned. rhe open wintor of '76-77 allowed
the first trans;lants to return to their oripinal renye soon after the
releasg, Lhe {977=-7TF pronsplints, while remaining on the Lear Creek ranze
[or the winter; soved back to the “ostine by the Lollowing winter. GLince
sheep fFron the Lostine were frequently seen on the bBear Lreek summer range,
we theorized the youny trensplants nlxed with adults [rom their original

range and followed thes bac! to the Lostine hiver wintering area.

Batkle Creek Transplant

Thirty=four bizhorns were trapped off the Lostine range and crinsplanced
to upper Hells Lanyon between December 1977 and Febroery 1980. lwn ewes
and 3 rams wers tr.nsported by jet hoat to Lattle Creel, U miles kelow
Hells Canyon dam in Lecember 1977. 1In 1976-79, 2 éwe lambs and 6 voung rams
were released in tlils Jocation., During becem*er 1979, 5 males and 7 fenales
110 were lambs) were trensplanced to Lactle Creel. In tebruary 1900, 3
sisles and 5 temales were released in lHells Canyon Creek, o shore distance
below the dam. &!l animals had Leen ear cepged and had colored stresmers
attached. Four shecp were equipped with radio cr. nsmitters and & higd in=
dividually nuabered collars on them. & eve and young ranw [rom the first
release are known to bhe desd. lweniy={our sheep ware observed in Lhe Halls
Cepyon Creel: sres in mid-murch 1980 while conduccing che annual serlal survey.
We plzn to wmonlior chis release ac least once every 2 months wncdl radio
transmiccers yo dead or fall off the sheep. We currently estimate there

gre about 30 sheep In chis relegse area.
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Lower Imnaha iransplant

In sarly January 1979, U eves and & rams were cransplanzed from che
Fanther Creek drainage, o cributary of the Salmon siver in ldsho, to the
lower Imnazha River drainage. <11 animals were ear-tagpged and narked with
rod ear streamers, and J c¢wes were esuipped with redio collars. e atfempted
te monitor this cransplant :t least once every 2 months. Om March 10, 1479,
all 15 animals wvere located Lrom the sir. the bighorns were in 3 proups,
all within 7 atrmiles of the release site. AR leasc & lanbs were produced
in 1%79 and 16 animals i(ineluding the & lambs) were seen during the tarch
1980 avrtal census. sen anlmals were seen near Lhe aouth of the lmnaha
fiver vabout 3 miles northwest ol the release) and & animuls on Windy =ldge
(4 ailes south af the release site). Us were very encoutrsged by 1979 lamb
producilan (4 of 9 ewes were yearlings when released) and escimaced cthat 2C€

slicey are currently in thls release arva.

ruture neleases

lhree re=-introductions are proposed 1or norcheast Uragon over che next
few years. LCnvironmental accessment reporcs have been reeouested from che
rorest Service for che Sinom siver drainoge in che Wallowa Houncains and the
Wenaha Eiver drainage in ihe norcthern Llue Hountains and trom the BLM for
the sctirew Creek dreinege in wpper lells Canyon. Lhere appears to be a

large area of potential bivhorn sheep habitet in Wallows and Baker counties.

CuNCILS I0RS
In conclusion, Rocky lnuntain bd_horns appecr well estiéblished in the
Lostine hiver draimage of che Yallowa countoins. [his herd is currencly

ost imated at 75 animals. ‘the Battle Creek and Lower Ilmnaha arca sheep
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herds are escisated ac 30 and 20 onimels, respectively, for a total of
125 locky Hountala | i harns im Orcgon. Lsing the Lacine herd {or nucleus
stock, hopefully Nocky aountmin biglern sheep can Y“e re-estiblished on

obther sultable historie rante in -artheastern Oregan.
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QUESTION - RESPONSES

Dwight Smith: Obviously one of the criterfa you have for your release sites
15 that i1t 15 an area of historic range. What are some of the other criteria
that you're looking for when you select one of these many release sites that

you've used?

Vie Coggins: The Bear Cresk side, it was so similar to where that Lostine herd
had done well, that we just felt that it was good potential sheep habitat. The
lower Imnaha herd we had Bill Hickey come over and take a look at. We went
through kind of a review, let him use his expertise because we were going to

get his sheep. That's kind of what we went by. The upper 5Snake River herd,

fs just looks 1ike such excellant sheep habitat, that grass is virtually, well
there are a few elk and a few mule deer, but it's in very good condition. » That
s the basis that we went by. The other ones are in the process of going through
the environmental assessment procedure. We will be analyzing them pver the

next three years.

Dwi?ht smith: In one of the last slides you showed it looked 1ike some heavy
utflization: I think you made the comment that that was one of the problems
you're anticipating there. Was that livestock use?

Vic Coggins: Yes. That was not on a sheep range. [ was going to point out
on that Lostine sheep herd, our one thriving herd, it is private land, most of
it. We are kind of at the whim of the private landowner. It has had horses
grazed on it in the past. The present owner is getting a band of domestic
sheep and whether we're going to be able to negotiate with him or not, I don't
know. He has indicated a H1?t1ngne5: to sell to us, but I think he knows he
has us between a rock and a hard place. I don't know how we're going to be
able to work it out. It's also zoned, part of the lower country, for subdivision.

Ano us: A question about hnming of transplanted sheep back to the population
form Hgich they were trapped out of.

Vic Coggins: We've had some of those young rams that we released in that Bear
reek area: one of them moved at least 30 air miles south and showed up back
on that winter range; we trapped him the next winter.

Anonymous: A point of interest on that, we have had 20 odd miles homing back
to the original herd.
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